CHAPTER II
IN early 1914 it became all too apparent that the Kaiser
and his immediate entourage were aiming at world
domination. Austria provided the excuse for war. The
Balkan war, which came to a close with Bulgaria accepting
the terms of the Treaty of Bucharest in August 19135 under
which she ceded territory to Rumania, Serbia, Greece, and
Turkey, was not at all in keeping with the designs of the
Kaiser, nor for that matter was it to the taste of Austria.
This result meant a stronger Serbia, still barred, it is
true, from the Aegean and Adriatic, and Austria attempted
a strangulation by economic pressure on the Serbs, made
possible by their lack of seaboard. Serbia had been deprived
of Monastir, which she had captured and on the possession
of which she, Greece and Bulgaria were all determined.
So Austria thought that Monastir would continue as a
bone of contention sufficiently interesting to keep alive
the mutual suspicions and jealousies of all the Balkan
States, which would be to Austria's advantage, determined
as she was to force her way down to the Aegean, which
way would remain blocked to ,her as long as the smaller
countries remained even superficially united.
Bulgaria and Greece could possibly have been won over
to Austrian aims, by the giving of some concessions here
or there, naturally at the expense of Serbia, but little Serbia
was the predominant obstacle and was the external focus
of all Slavonic sentiment, which, incidentally, was to prove
the most disintegrating influence with the heterogeneous
Dual Monarchy.
The motives which actuate Governments and those
which move their peoples in moments of crisis are not
necessarily the same, more particularly so in those countries
where the Governments do not directly derive their authority
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